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thoat Rigdon had stolen the manuscript

® mission Lo the choreh, Y:ub:;bly At his
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By THEODORE SCHROEDER

ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON |

In the American Historieal Magaring,
Theodore Selhroeder, a Tormear Salt
Latkur, tontributez an interesting or
ticle on the origin of the Book of
Mormon. The firat installment was
wintind in The Tribune of Decomber |

The second one follows:

From Spaulding to Rigdon.

When we digressed from the muin
Bmes of our argument, Bpaolding s re-
written story had beon traced into the
hands of Roliert Putterson, s Pittsburg

nblisher, and this prior to Spaulling =
eath in Oetober, 1816, If the many
seript wus never returned to Spauld
ing efter its  secoml submission  to
Patter=on, then what beecame of i?
John Miller, who knew Spanlding at
Amity, bailed him out of jail when con
finod for dobt, wade his eofin for bam, |
and helped luy him in his grave, says
Spanldizg told him “‘there wis 5 man
namod Sulney Rigdon sbout the office
(of Patterson), and they thooght he
kad stolen it'" (the muanusdript) (45).

The Rev. Cephus Dodd, a Presby-
teriun ministor of Amity, Pn, as woll
as a practicing physician, attonded
Bpanidivg al his last sickness. As |
early as 1832, when Mormonism was
firsl attracting general public sttontion, |
and twa vieara prior to the publication
of Howe's book, in which Spanlding’s
stary was first ventilated, this Mr. Dodd
took Mr. George M. French of Amity
to Bpaulding's erave, and there - |

rossed o posttiva belief  that Sulney |

igdon was the agent who had trans
formed Spanlding’™ manyseript o
the Book of Mormon., The date s |
fixed by Mr, Preneh throngh ite prox
imity to his removal o Amity; henee |
the dute given is probably correet (46)

The conclugion thus exprossod by Mr.
Dodd in advance of all public discus-
gion or evidence is important, beeanse
of what ia nocessarily implied in it
First, it involved a comparson botwgen
Spanlding’s literary  production  and
the Book of Mormen, with a discoverad
similarity induecing eonvietion that the
latter was a plagiarism from the for-
mer, This ecompurison prefupposos o
knowlodgo of the eontents of Spauld-
ing's rewritten manuseript.  The see-
ond nnd most important deduetion as
to be made from the assertion that Sid
uey Rigdon was the comnecting link in
the plagiweism, Suech o conelusion must
bave had n foundation in Mr, Dodd s
mind, and eould have arwsen only if hoe
was possessed of personul hknowlodpe |
of what be copsidered roliable infor-
mation creating & eonvietion in  his
mind of the probability of Sidney Rig
don’s connection with the mutter. This
aunelngion, of not made on independent
evidonce, in pll human probability had
no leas significant foundstion than a
confidence 1 tho accuraey of Spould-
ing’s expressed suspicion to Lhe effoet

from the printing office Thus ne-
eounted for, Dr. Dodd’s stetement has
less foree than if presumed Lo have
been made on  independent evilenecs,
yot it confirms Joseph Miller’s state
ment that Spaulding suspected Rigdon,
ad that suspicion must be sccounted
for by those who deny Ripdon’s pres-
ende in Pittsburg prior to 1821,

How About Sidney Bigdon?

Was Spaulding's expressed susapicion
that Rigdon lm-r stolen his manusceript
from the printing office well fouunded?
Wo can nover know npon what evidence
the accusntion was made, but we may
inguire info the probative foreo of
such new corroborative evidenes as has
been adduced since Spaolding’s death.

Sidney Rigdon waa born Febraury
19, 1708, in Piny Fork of Peter's
Creck, SBaint Clair townszhip, Alloghony
eounty, Pa. (47) which place 18 vari.
ously estimated at from six to twelve
miloa digtans from Pittshurg, At least
until 1810, that being the date of the
denth of his father, and his own 15th |
year, Rigdou remained on the farm
with hia parents (48),

According to the Mormon aeecount, |
Ragdon  was  liconsed as o Bapiist
reacher fourteen vears before becom
ing a Mormon (4M). This would muke
the date 1816, the same sear in Og
tobor of which Spaulding died; it being
Rigdon's 2414 vear, and the same vear
In which he stole from the publishing
office of Patterson tho manuseript of
Spaulding, if Lhe latter’s suspicions
shall prove well founded. A wvery op
portiune tima, bo it observed, for the

vlim: of attention Lo religious sub-

.

Acecapling to another account and
perhaps the more aceurate one, Rigdon
Joined the Daptist chureh May 31,
1817, (060) a Weish clergvman, Rev,
David Phiilips, being his pastor (51)
This church was located near whoere the
neighboring hamlet of Library is now
situated.  Rigdon *‘began to talk in
public on religion soon after his ad

own instance, as thore no yecord of
his hcense’ (32)

The following vear (1818) Rigdon
left the farm nod took up his rosidenco
and the study of divinity with tho Rev.
Andrew Clark at Bharon, Deaver eoun-
ty, Pa, (563) where, in Mareh, 1819, he
wins liconsed ns a H:ﬁmnl (0d). I am
informed by Sidoey Rigdon's son that
fn 1818 his father mnde u lengthy visit
to Pitlsburg. In May, 1819, Rigdon |

oved to _"Warren. rumbull eounty, |

., where, in July, he took up his resi-

| little “*Campbell

Lwhich Rigdon made upon his diseorning

L have somo hearing upon the foree to bo
| given to the

| Dunlavy nor

denee with the Rev, \-!:l:u.-.ankutlv}'.

lato of ““disciple’’ famo (35), am
was here onluwined a regular Baptist
preacher  (56), While thuz situated

Rignion met, and on June 12, 1820,
married Phoebe Brook {(57), who was
o sister to Mrs, Bontley (58). Rigdon
continuml his pronching herenbonts, not
appoaring Lo hnve any regolar charge
until February, 1828 Novemboer,

22, In
1821, he reocived a onll Trom the Iirst
Baptigt ehurch of Pittsburg, which was
acceptod,  aetive duties commoencing
Fobruary, 1822, (39) and secording to
Josenh Smith enmded Aongust, 1804, at
which time Rigdon was coxpelled for
doetrinal ervor (60}, Anather sccount
fixes the date of his boing deposed as
Ostaber 11, I823 (61) Therenpon
Rigdon, Alexsnder Campbell and Wal
tor Seott  orgamzed  the ' Christian
vharch.'®  otherwise known ns D=
eiples " —nand, with his following, Hig
don secured the conrthouse in il
burg in whieh to do his preaching, ot
the same time working as i Journeyman

tanner (62} with liz  brotheran-law,
Mr. Brooks (03) M Lambdan,
throngh whom Rigdon is supposed fo

havo seenred aoovss to the Spaulding
manuseript, and of whom more shiall be |
written Inter oo, died Apgmst 1, 1825,
() and in 1826 Higdon returned lo
Bainbridge, Geangn county, 0O, (85).
Mere bo soon met Organ Hyde, who he
eame 3 student of divinity at Mr, Big
don's, with a view, as Hede savs, of
entering the ministry Exenpt for a
** preaching which
he did under Rigdon’s guidance, Hyde
nover appesrs to have entered any min
sty exeept the Mormion In 1820
Hyde bepame s boarnler in Rigdon's
family, and in 1530 (66) he was al
most  miraculously converted to Mor-
monism, snd still later became one of
thee first *‘quoram '’ of apostles in the
Mormon  ehureh Rigdon  died Tuly
14, 1876 (67).
Rigdon's Prior Beligions Dishonesty.
There are two circumstances of the
sbove nareative which need o little fur
ther elucidation, sinea the impressions

intimates doring his earlier life mav

circamalantinl  evideneo
concorning his after life,

As to Rigdon's conversgion to  the
Daptist chureh s0 very soon after the
time when Spanlding exprossed  the
sudpicion thut Rigdon had atolen  his
manaseript, the Rov. Sumuel Willinms,
in lis ‘*Mormogiam Exposod,'' savs:
“*Ie (Rigdon) professed to experience
a change of leart whon a voung man,
and proposed to join the church undoer |
the care of Elder Dovid Phillips, But
there was so much miracle about his
conversion, and so much parade about
his profession, that the pions and dis-
corning  pastor  entertained  serions
doubts at the Lime in rogard to  the
genmneness of the worl. He was ro-
ceived, however, by the chorch and
baptized by the pastor with some fears
and doubls upon hig mind. Very soon,
Diotrephes like, he began to put him- |
self forwanl and eeck preeminence, |
und  was  well-nigh supplanting  the
tired and faithful minister who  had
reared and nursed aond led the chureh
for o long series of years. Bo thorough-
1y convinced was Ifather Phillips by |
this time that he was not possessed of
thoe spirit of Christ, notwithstanding |
his mirac¢ulous conversion snd llinp:mti
speech, that he deelared lis  Lelief
‘that #8 long as be (Sidney Iﬂigdun)l
should Tive, he wonld be a curse to the
c¢hurch of Chrst’ '7 (G68).

Concarning Rigdon’s
regigmation from the Baptist church,
the Mormons declarsn that it was
cauzed by Rigdon ‘s refusal to oither ae
rept or teach the doctrine of infant |
damnation. Dr. Winter, in the course
of a historieal notico of the irst Bap-
tisl chureh of Pittsburg, savs: ** When
Holland Sumner dealt with Rigdon for
his bad tepclhings, and soid to  him:
‘Brother Rigdon. you nover got intp
a Baptist chureh without relaling vonr
Christing  experiences,” Rigdon -replied:
When I joined the chureh at Petor’s
Croek I know I ecould pol be admitied
wilhoul an expericoce, so [ mude up
ong to suit the¢ purpose; but it was all
made up and was of no use, nor true’
This T bave just copied from an old |
memorandum &4 laken from Sumn-:r1

'

expulsion or

himself?" (69

The first of those acconnls was pob
lished in 1842, the Jast in January,
1875, and Rigdon lived until July 11,
1876. While ona . A. Dunlivy of
Lebanon, 0., did, in the March num-
bor of the same paper, publish an apol
ogy for Rigdon by wny of answar to
the artiele of Dr, Winter, vot noeither
) Rigdon ever denied {he
focts alloged therein. We must, there
fore, accept the facts stuted aw true,
and they fasten upon Rigdon such ro-
ligioua  dishonesty as establishes las
willingoess to be a parly to a religious
fraud in Kind Hke the one here charged !
agmiinst him,

This, then, brings us to the question
of what, if any, onnortunity Rigdon
had for stealing Spanlding 's mavuseript
from Patterson’s publishing office.
Rigdon Had Opportunity to Stsal the

Mannscript.

It las been frequently charged that
Bidney Rigdon Yived in} Plllﬁlf!:.lrg and
was connected with the Pattorson print-

| family and

ling office during 1815 and 1816, To |

this charge Rigdon, under date CUom !
merce (1LY, May 27, 18339, makes the |
following denial:

It is only necessary 1o say in relation
to Ltho whole story about Spauliding’s
writings being In the hamds of Mre Pat- |
teraon, who was then in Plitsburg, and
whi |5 &ald to have Kept 4 private print-
ing oftice. and my saving that I was con-
nected with the same office, ate., olg,, In
tho most base of les, without even the
hindow of truth. Thisre was ne mun
by the nume of Patterson during my resi-
denees in Plttshure who had a printing
office: what might have been before |
Hved there, T know not Mr. PRobert Pat-
terson, | was told, hod owned o printing
oftfiee before § Hyved In that city, bot had
been unfornunate In business and failed
wore my residence in Pitlsburg This
Mr. Patterson, who was n Presbyterian
preacher, T had & very siight ncgualnt-
ance with durlng my residence there. He
wis then acting under an agency in the
book and statlonery business, and woas
the owner of no property of any kind,
printing office, or anyvihing <lse during
the time 1 restded in that clty. I T were
to =iuy that I ever heard of the Rev. Solo-
mon Spauolding and his hopeful wife untll
. P Florlburt wrote his lie about me,
I «hould be u llar ke unto themealves.

The evidence upon which i based
the charge of RBigdon having a per-
mipent residence in Pittsburg during
the venrs in guestion, or his eonnection
with Pattorson’s prioting office, 1 &0
unsatisfactory that these issucs must
be found in favoer of Rigdon's denial, |
vyen in spite of the vonclusion as to
lag gmilt, which is to bo hereafter set |
forth, and his porsonal interest |

Rigden, it will be remembered, lived |
within From six to ted miléa of Patts
burg during the vears in question
Pittebure was the snly town of conse
quence, and the family's place of buy-

ing and selling Rigdon would of |
necessily make many frends an the

eily, and it would not he strange if al
moest evervbody konew Ionm and he knew
all of the prominent citizens, In 1810
Pitteburg hod only about 4000 inbub
itants, and it 1820 had Dot TS,

The very prevalent notion ns to Rig
don’s econnection with the Patterson
publishing establishmen) must bave had |
some ovigin, which, in all probubility,
would he Kigdon's elose friendship for |
somie who were, in fact, connected with
it. Upon thiy thoery only can wo ae
couut  for such ©  goneral impres
sion (T1)

It might be woll, before entering
npnn that sahject, to fix in our mands
Patterson s business mutalions In
1512 Patterson was in the book busi |
veus in the firm of Patterson & Hop-

king. They had fthen in their employ |
one J Harrison Lambdin, e heing a2
lnd of 14, Janvary 1, 1818, Lambdin

wias taken into the partverabip of Pat
terson & Lambdin, whieh firm snocood-
ed Boand J, Patterson. R, Patterson
had in his employ one Silas Kngles as !
foreman printer amd superintendenr of
the printing business.  As such, the

Jilter decided upon the propricty, ur|
otherwise, of !ulblishing manuseripts |
when offered. T

terson & Lombdin “*had wnder its con.
trol the book store on Fourlh stroet,
a book bindery, n printing office (not |
newspnper, but job office, under  the
name of Bultler & Lambdin), entrunce
in Dinmond slley, and a steam paper
mill on the Allegheny (under the nanme
of R. and J. Patterson) '’ (72). Put-
terson & Lombdin continued in business |
until 1523, Lambdin died August 1,
1825, in his 27th year. Silas Kogles
died July 17, 1827, i his 46th year.
R. Patterson died Septembor 5, 1854,
in his 82nd wear (73)

Rigdon's Only Denial Analyzed.

Let us now analyze Mr, Rigdon's
denial of 1839 as quoted above, Rigdon !
wua un edoeated man, 1 controver-
salis{ in religion, and at the date of
the denial  he was #lso a Jawwver. |
Thorefore we are justified n holding |
him in a strict seconntability for u!!|
that is necessarily implied from what |
e savs or omits o say, as we could
uob, In justice, do wilh 4 layvman

Rigdon’s first denial is of the “*Story |
about Spaulding s writings being in |
tho bands of Patterson ®' This story
i established by the evidenve alrendy |
addu and some bedides, even to the
satisfaetion of mest Mormons

The negative of (hiz proposition Mr.
Ripdon, if e wis & stranger to (he of-
fico, as is ¢laimed, could not ]!us:"'lhl,\'|
asaprt ns o matler within his  own
knowledge, If Rigdon bad in his mind |
any fact upon which he justified this |
usgortion, it eould only have been a
knowledge that tho manuseript was at |
the printing oflice of Butiler & Lamb- |
din, not knowing that that oflice wus !
controlled by r#.-'uu-rau:. |
The seecond denial in Rimlon’s state- |

|
I

ha partnerslop of P:ll-l'

ment is:  'There was no man by the
name of Putterson during my residence
in Pittshurg who had & printing ofli
The foregoing nccount of Pualtorson’s
business affairs is made op from the in-
formation possessed by  Patterson's
an employee. It must,
therefore, be aceopted as correct, Here |
again Rigdon’s denial can by aceounted
for by assuming his ignorance of Pate
terson’s intereat in thoe printing office
known as Buttler & Lambdin,  Rig-
don's son says HKipdon lived in Picls

burg in 1818, Chareh biographers «l

lege Lhat he preached thers regulurly
after Junuary 28, 1822, During 151%8 |
sud 1822 Putlerson wusg iu the printing |

i e SRR R o=t R SR RS R e T T

[m:-l.him: of this, or he

| around the printing office."

businese, and Rigdon s stalement tnust
b deomed dntrae,

Howe, in s * Marmonism TTnyailod **
(74), did, ns early as 1884, charge that
Rigdon hud been *“on intimate terms'’
with Lambdin. Thos stalement in many
forms bus been very often republished
ginee, and botween 1834 and 1876, the
vear of Rigdon's death. During these
forty two vears Rigdon never record-
ed a deniul. That fact may, therefore,
be taken as true. If Rigdon was on
terme of intimacy with Lombdin, and
Lambdin, at the time of that anlimacy,
us 18 elearly established pnd oodented,
was econnected with Patterson in the
publishing business, Rigdon, being inti-
mate with him, must have known some-
thing of Patterson’s business, and as.
suming his mental faeulties unimpuired,

he, in the statement under consuler
ation, must have told what he linow
was nnbrne, justifying himself by the

apparent evidence o his favor that
Patterson's printing oflice was not ria
i _his own name. )

Rigdon's third matter of denial re-
lates to his own admisgion of a con-
nection  with  Patterson’s  printing
eafublishment, This deninl we must ae-
edpt as true, since no one to whom he
18 alleged to bave made the admission
has ever recorded his evidence, and (he
hewrsny  statements  without certainty
of origin are too indefinilg to be en-
tithed to weight,

This paragraph above quoted and
thus aonly absolutely denies noth-
ing i the remotest degree essentianl to
the real issues involved in the charge
of plagiariam under investigation, and
i absolately the only recorded pubhe
denial over made by Rigdon, though
from 1834 to 1876 he was almost con-
tinually under the fire of (his chinrge,
rottorated in various fortns apd with
varying proofs,

Rigdon and Lambdin in 1815,

Heretofare swe have argued thet by
his silence Rigdon admitted his intima-
ay with Lombidin, (who was) snecossives
v Patiorson’s employee and partoer
from 1812 to 15823, The early writers all
1812 to 1824 The early writers all
treated the intimaey between Rigdon
and  Lambdin as n maller apparently
ton woell known to need proof, Yel we

| ueed pol rely wpon fhat, nor even Tifz-

don’s failure to deny, since mors dofi-
nite evidence has been preservod.

Mrs. R, J. Eichbaum, ander dute of
Pittshurg, Seprember 1%, 1879, leaves
vs Lins very convinemng siatemant

My father, Johin Jolinston, was posts
master at Pittsburg for about slghteon
yenrs, (rom 1504 to 1 My husband,
Wil - Elehbium, sucoeeded hlm, and
wuas posimaster for about eleven yeurs,
n 1822 1o 18 I was born August 15,
dooand when T became old dnough
ussinted my father In attending 1o (ha
postoffice, and became famillor with his
duties  From 1801 th 1816 T was the regu-
Jur elesk in the office, sssorting, moking
up, dispatching, oponing, and distributing
the malls Pltisburg wis Lhen o small
town, and 1 was well acqguainted with all
the siated visltors at the office who called
ragularly for their malls. S0 moager ot
that thme were the mnils that 1 could
generally  tell without looking whether
or not there wis anything for such per-
sons, though I would usunliy lvok in nrder
b gutlsfy theni. I was mnrevied In 1815,

and  the mext yonr connection with
the office ceased, ©xt during the ab=
sences of my husband. I kKoew and dis-
tUnetly  remember Robert oand  Jpseph

Patterson, J. larrison  Lamiwling, Sl
lngles and Sidney Rigdon. 1 remembor
Rev. Mr Spaulding, but slmply as ono
wha oceasionully  cillid Lo inguire lor
letters. I remembor there wans an evident
Intimucy betwoeen Lambdin and Rigdon
They very oftén onme ta the office {o-
gether. | particnlarly remember that they
would thus come Jduring the hour on
Sabhath afternoon when the offles was
required to be open, and I remember feel-
ing sure that Rev. Mr. Pattersin lonew
would lave puat
# stop to 1t. 1 do nol Know what position,
iIf any, Rigdon filled in Patterson's stose
or printing oftice, bul mn well assured
he was frequenidy, if nol constantly, thers
for o lnrge part of the time when T was
clerk In the postoftice. 1 recnll Mr. Knglos
saving Lhal "Rigdon wis alwiays hpnging
He wae con-
nectied with the tannery before lis o
a preacher, though hie may have
tinued the business whilst prencliing

While thiz does not estublish that
Sidney Wigdon hod o permancnt abodo
in Pittsburg, nor that he was connpeted
with Pallerson’s  printing establish
ment, 1t yet explaing why scemingly
everybody who knew him reached that
vconelugion. It also establishes beyond
doubt his undentible intimney  with
Lambdin and Enpgles, and by reason
theroof, hig possible aceess to Bpaalid-
mg s manuseript, aod doubtless 18 one
of the cirvnwstanees leading Spould-
ing to suspeet Higdon of the theft
Rigdon Exhibits Spaulding’s Manu-

script.

It will be rememwbered that in 1322
23, Rigdon was a Baptist prencher in
Pittsburg. The Rew Jolin Winter, M.
D, one of wostern Penusvivanin's varly

| preachera, waus then (152235) a school

tencher in Pittsburg.  Dr. Winter died
ul Sharon, Pu,, in 1878,

On one occnsion during this perioid
(1822.3) Dr. Winler was in Rigldon's
study when the lutter took from hia
desk a large manoseript, and said, sub
stantindly, that a Preshyteriann minister
named Spaulding, whose health  had
failed, brought it to w privter to goe 1f
it would not pay to publish it. It i
a romunce of the Bible ' Dr Winter




